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Praise be to Allah the Lord of All Being

Blessings and Peace be upon Our Master Muhammad,
the Messenger of God, upon his Family and his

Companions

The title of this book includes two of themes of the
discipline of Kalam (Muslim theology), according to
school of the Imam of the People of the Sunnah and
Consensus (Ahlu-s-Sunnah wa-j-Jama ah), Abu-I-
Hasan Al-Ash ari (d. 324 A.H.). The first chapter
tackles the principles of the theory of knowledge in the
Kalam philosophy of Al-Ash ari, whereas the second
chapter tackles the question of the principles of
dialectics; both studies express the critical aspect of
the Imam s philosophy. In both of them, he responds to
the toughest of intellectual and philosophical currents
in his time, which are mostly represented by the school

of the Mu tazilites.

The Imam concludes his theme of knowledge by
formulating the definitions and concepts that
constituted the grounds on which the People of the
Sunnah and Consensus have depended over the
centuries. He also formulated a new theory in the

theme of dialectics, one that is derived from the Noble

Qur an. He puts it forward, as a method that leads to
certainty, offering thereby an alternative to Aristotelian
dialectics, which in the best of cases ends only in

conjecture.

Despite the heaviness of my duties and responsibilities,
which were often a distraction from giving time to
research and study, and notwithstanding the turbulent
conditions, I still have a great hope to find the time, the
freedom and the peace of mind to take another look at
these two chapters and rewrite them, in order to
recapture whatever was missed in the extant version.
Meanwhile, I ve tried to reflect upon this book and re-
read it as closely as possible, making such additions as

time, necessity and inspiration permitted me to do.

Ahmad At-Tayyib
Cairo on 28/ Rabie Akhir/ 1434 AH
10/ March/ 2013 CE
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